
Cultural Distance Calculator
Use this document by marking in each column after reflecting on how similar you are 
to your students 

Key: 1= extremely close  5= extremely different 

  Adapted from Manny Scott, Even on Your Worst Day You Can Be a Student’s Best Hope 

How similar are you and 
your students’...... 

1 2 3 4 5 

Communities? 

Familial structures? 

Peer interactions? 

Cultural/media influences? 

Language/dialects? 

Ways of problem-solving? 

Definition of success? 

Intrinsic motivators? 

Extrinsic motivators? 

Long-term goals? 

Social media use? 

Worldview? 

Values? 

Affiliations? 

Social activities/hobbies? 




